Prostaglandin E1 (PGE1) in angiography of tumors of the extremities.
Prostaglandin E1 (PGE1) is a potent vasodilator. The value of this agent as an adjuvant in angiography of tumors of the extremities was evaluated in 10 patients. Except in one case involving a hemangioma, the diagnostic information concerning tumor vascularity and delineation of the extent of disease decreased after the use of PGE1. The visualization of small normal muscular arteries was improved. Therefore, the effect of PGE1 may be to preferentially increase the blood flow in normal tissues relative to the tumor. PGE1 seems to be of little value in enhancing the angiographic demonstration of neoplasms of the extremity.